FOUO

TO: The Honorable Dr. Condoleezza Rice

CC: Vice President Richard B. Cheney

Stephen J. Hadley

FROM: Donald Rumsfeld ?M

SUBJECT: Afghanistan Parliamentary Elections

| believe the delay in Afghanistan's Parliamentary elections is harmful. It has
gone from April to June, and today | heard it might be September. | think it is

wrong from the standpoint of Afghanistan. | know it is wrong from the standpoint &
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of our force management. We ought not to be thinking about bringing more U.S.

Forces in for their elections, if they keep changing the date. We simply cannot

manage our force rotations in that manner.

What do you propose?
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